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It doesn’t get much better than Florida for golf lovers 
and those considering making some aspect of the game 
their career. 

Florida Gulf Coast University offers a top-flight golf 
management program that’s one of 18 PGA of America 
certified programs in the country and the only one in the 
Sunshine State. 

Southwest Florida is often called the golf capital of the 
world because of the wealth of courses located in this 
region. With more than 140 courses within an hour drive 
of the university, students can experience a wide range 
of golf facilities as well as year-round play while gaining 
the classroom and technical skills needed to become 
successful professionals. Students benefit from 300+ 
Class A PGA professionals in the area who provide formal 
mentorship, employment opportunities and lend their 
expertise in the classroom.

PERFECT CLIMATE, 
THE IDEAL SCHOOL



THE FGCU DIFFERENCE
At FGCU, students in this elite program earn a 
Bachelor of Science degree in PGA Golf Management. 
Upon completing the university’s requirements, PGA 
requirements and 16 months of internship, they are eligible 
to become Class A members of the PGA of America.

Small classes, internships and a high level of personal 
attention put this program in a category all its own. 

Students have described their experiences here as 
“life-changing, “transformative” and “inspirational.” It’s 
something we call The FGCU Effect. Come see what 
effect it will have on you.

Matt Chen, ‘16 at his internship at Pebble Beach



The “PGA room” or golf performance lab, is outfitted 
with $100,000 of state-of-the-art technology designed 
to give students hands-on swing analysis, instructional 
skills, understanding ball flight principles and even playing 
world-famous courses – virtually, at least.



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
PGA Golf Management is a limited-access program. 
In addition to meeting the standard requirements of 
the university (for details, visit fgcu.edu/admissions), 
students must submit a separate application to verify 
their handicap (12 or lower USGA handicap) through the  
PGA Golf Management Program. 

The program-specific application form is available at 
fgcu.edu/CoB/pgmbs

Qualified students are admitted in the fall semester on 
a space-available basis. Admission decisions are based 
on materials and coursework completed at the time of 
application. For priority consideration, all materials must 
be received by April 1 of the calendar year in which 
entry is sought.

ACCREDITED BY PGA
Florida Gulf Coast University’s golf management 
 program is one of 18 PGA-accredited programs 
in the country. It is the only one in Florida. The  
4 - to 4 1/2-year curriculum provides students with the 
skills and knowledge they need to succeed as golf 
professionals in a variety of careers.

Students may also earn a dual major in Hospitality 
Management, through the School of Resort and 
Hospitality Management or minor in a number of 
business concentrations such as management, 
marketing, entrepreneurship or real estate.

SPECIALIZED HIGH-TECH TRAINING
While students gain considerable experience on the 
area’s wide range of courses, they also spend time 
working on their swing with state-of-the-art equipment 
in the program’s lab that includes a three-camera 
video swing-analysis system and two Trackman™ launch 
monitors. Other specialized equipment affords students 
the opportunity to work in the club repair lab, the SAM 
PUTT™ lab and learn merchandising principles in the 
model golf shop. 

To ensure a well-rounded education, students also 
study turfgrass management, golf-facility operations, 
advanced golf-merchandising operations, director-
of-golf instructional operations and golf-executive 
management.

All of these courses and labs help prepare students  
for any number of careers.



INTERNSHIPS
An integral part of the PGA Golf Management Program 
is a 16-plus-month formally structured, paid internship. 
Students complete field work at multiple golf courses 
and industry settings, thereby applying coursework in 
a practical way and finding their niche in the industry. A 
dedicated internship coordinator works with students to 
ensure proper placement.

Our students have interned at prestigious courses 
throughout the country including Pebble Beach, Valhalla, 
Scioto, Congressional, Oakmont and The Broadmoor.  
Through experiences such as these, students learn every 
aspect of how a successful golf operation works.

GRADUATE WITH MORE
Upon completing all program requirements, students 
earn college degrees and are eligible to be elected 
Class A PGA of America members. That is a major 
advantage when it comes time to finding a job. And our 
almost 100-percent job placement record proves it.

NOT JUST A PROGRAM
During their time at FGCU, students find that they 
are part of a caring, active community of like-minded 
students who are passionate about their careers and 
companions. Friendships made during the college years 
often last a lifetime. Modern, spacious residence halls 
make living on campus desirable and convenient while 
allowing students the greatest opportunities to take part 
in all the university experience has to offer. And, as an 
added bonus, the gorgeous beaches along the Gulf of 
Mexico are just minutes away.
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