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ennis E.Gilkey has more than 35 years of experience in various land development,
highway,building and utility projects throughout Florida.

Prior to forming Gilkey Organization,he served for 23 years in senior capacities for the Bonita 
Bay Group companies,culminating in a nine-year position as president and CEO, thru January 2007.

As part of his role for the award-winning developer,Mr.Gilkey served as president of more
than 30 Bonita Bay Group entities and employed a staff of 1,500+.

Under his leadership,Bonita Bay Group developed more than 13,000 acres of master planned 
communities and amenity projects throughout Lee and Collier counties.Among them,many 
have earned honors including the Urban Land Institute’s 1999 Award for Excellence for the 
2,400-acre Bonita Bay community.

An active leader in the development industry and an advocate for the community,
Mr.Gilkey’s affiliations and awards include:

�sCentury Commission for a Sustainable Florida - 
Commissioner (2005-2009)

�sUniversity of Florida Center for Real Estate
Studies Advisory Board (2006-present)

�sUrban Land Institute (ULI)
- National Community Development Council 

(1987-2004)
- National Recreational Development Council 

(2004-2007)
- Southwest Florida District Council Chair 

(1994)
- ULI 2001 Pathfinder Award Recipient
- Bonita Bay Community - 1999 National 

Award for Excellence,Best in the Country

�sAmerican Society of Civil Engineers 
(1990 Engineer of the Year,S.W.Florida)

�sBonita Springs Community Foundation Board
(1997-2003)

�sBonita Springs CRA Advisory Committee 
(1998-1999)

�sBonita Springs Chamber of Commerce

- Director of the Year (1992)
- President (1994)
- Citizen of the Year (1997)

�sBonita Springs YMCA 
- Board (1997-2007)
- Chairman (2005) 
- Capital Campaign Co-chair (2001-2005)
- YMCA Pioneer Preeminent Award (2000)

�sFlorida Engineering Society (1984-present)

�sFlorida Land Council Board (2004-present)

�sGulf Shore Life Magazine "Man of the Year" 
Award in Real Estate (1999)

�sImperial River Conservancy -
Founding President (1991-1992)

�sJunior Achievement Business Hall of Fame 
Laureate (2004)

�sLee County Appointments

- Lee County Industrial Development Authority
Board (1988-1992)

- Lee County Horizon Council Smart Growth 
Task Force (2001-2002) (Co-Chair)

- Lee County Affordable Housing Incentive 
Task Force (2003)

- Lee County Commission Smart Growth 
Advisory Committee (2002-2005) (Co-Chair)

�sLee County Foundation for Public Education
- Board Member (1999-2005)
- Executive Committee (2002-2005)

�sNamed President of the Year 2005 by the 
President’s Forum of SW Florida

�sLeadership Lee County Alumni,Distinguished
Leader Award (2006)

�sFlorida Gulf Coast University EMBA (Lucas
Institute) Advisory Committee (2006-2008)

�s

�sFlorida Chamber of Commerce Growth 
Leadership Committee - Member (2008-present)

Other Business Affilia tions

�sManaging Member of Inglis Partners LLC,
Bonita Springs,FL

�sBoard of Directors Wallace International Trucks,
Fort Myers,FL

is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of Florida.

Raised in Fort Pierce,Fla.,Mr.Gilkey received a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering from 
the University of Florida in 1973.He began his career in the engineering consulting business and 


